They Saved Many Chlldren
- But Not Always Thelr Own

There was heroism aplenty
"at Our Lady of the Angels

School fire.

A father. still shaky, told
- of helping rescue a half-dozen
- children from the second floor
~ of the burning building before
- he could reach the last of
- them: his own daughter.

He 1s Sam Tortorice, 42, of
1909 N. Hamlin av., a sheet
< metal worker. He said he saw
-~ the smoke coming from the
' building as he walked past,
~and ran inside to seek his

- daughter, Rose, 13. SRS
.~ He seized chlldren one at a
| time and swung them out 4
second floor wmdow to men
waiting at another window, a
short dlstance ACross an in-

terior corner of the U-shaped
| structure.

These men hauled the chil-
dren to safety. Tortorice said:

THEREbA GORSKI
,'~TEItS of 1957 fire.

\

| T knew just where my
1 daughter should be. She was
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screaming for me to help

her, but I couldn’t get to

her. I had to get some of
the others out of the way

first.

“I grabbed them one after
another and swung them
hand over hand. I must have
grabbed about six. Then, I
grabbed my daughter by
the waist and handed her

out to the other fellows.
Then I got out.”

Another daughter of Torto-.

rice’s, Judy, 11, escaped un-
harmed from another part of
the burning building.

Another father was not so
fortunate

Sees HIS Son, 9,
- -But Can’r Save Hlm

Max Stachura, of 918 N.

- Hamlin av., last saw his son,
2+ Mark, 9, framed in a second-

floor window. The boy was
shouting for help among a
crowd of frightened, pushing
chﬂ.dren

At the first alarm, Stachu-

ya, of 918 N. Hamlin Ave.,

ran to the school with -his
wife, Helen, from their home
Just across the alley. -
Trey saw flames spurting
Irom. second-floor windows.
The front door was filled
The side door
was a mass of flames. Stachu-
ra saw Mark upstairs on the

north side of the building.

~The anguished father and

an unidentified priest held out |

. their arms and caught chil-
dren as they leaped from the

. windows. . They must have
caught a dozen he estlmated
atersi 4

None of them was Mark
Late in the evening, Sta-
chura sought his son at Coun-
ty hospital. His wife searched
among the ingured at St.

‘Anne’s hospital. The boy was

not at eother place. His body
‘Wwas at the County Morgue.

A Crawlmg Nun

Saves Many Lives

"A nun told of leading sev-

g -

_. eral dozen ghildren to safety,
by making ‘thém crawl with ||
her along the second floor |f

~of the burmng school. _
- .The nun, who declined  to ||
| ‘glve her name, said she made

three trips mto the flaming
‘buﬂdlrig, 1each time she' as-

sembled at least half a ‘dozen

N. Hamlin,

where she operates a small
school store, told how she

helped children who leaped
from the second floor wind-
ows escape the flames. She
said ;

“The first I know about
the fire was when a
stranger rushed iinto my
store and asked to use the
phone. I told him I had no
public telephone and he
went out saying he wanted
to report a fire.

I went outside and saw
flames at the rear of the
building, Almost at once
the fire climbed high to the -
second floor.

“Right away I saw chil-
dren marching out, and
there was lots of smoke.
Then, there were kids at the
wmdows and they began
Jumping from the second
story. |
T stood nearbv and
grabbed them away, and
Iined them~ up near my
house. All the time I was
thinking about my daugh-
ter, Helena, but she got out
okav

“Some of the klds jump-
ing out of the school had
their hair on fire. I poured
-wafter on a number of these.

“1 know practically. every-
one in the school by sight
and most of them by
name. Some of the Kkids

called for me as the rom
out of the | school L

A Smgmg Class’

Turned to Tears'

Tom Raymond, 12, of 1008
told of . being
trapped in a second floor
classroom ‘hefore he and sev-
eral others were rescued by
firemen who lifted a ladder
to the window.

Raymond said he heard

.
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fire bell ring. He and others
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were in

—

“a 7

» singing class at the

time. He said the teacher told

e Get up and get out

P |
fa?“/’Ve thought at first the

ells came from Kkids play-
Yng in the corridor. Then
we heard someone shout,

‘I‘lre, fire!””
“He said he was the last

of

the class to reach the corri-

dor., adding:
“There was lots of
smoke. I couldn’t breathe

or nothing. I was going to
jump, but just then some
girls came In.

-~ “I told them to get down
on the floor because of fhe
‘smoke. That’s what we had

“‘been told in fire drills.

“Then I broke a window
by throwing ot  some
books. 1 thought abpout

| jumping again, and just

then a man came in and
agrabbed two of the girls in
the room and took them
out.

“When I went to the win-
dow, some fireman yelled
at me not to jump. Then
the fireman came up the
-Jadder and got me and
some others who had come
into the room. .

“1 was scared. 1 Kkept

look

thinking how I'd
dead.”
- Raymond was not hurt.

Janitor Saves 5, i

One His Daughter

The heroic ]anitor at Our
LLady of the Angeles School,
who was seriously injured
battering in windows with his
bare hands, had five children
of his own ‘in the school. His
children escaped Only one
was In]ured ]

He is James R. Raymond,
44 of 1008 N. Hamlin av.,
who recelved a blood trans-
fusion In the Garfield Hos-
pital today for the huge
gashes in his arms.

Of Raymond’s heroism in
rescuing countless tr a pped
chlldren his mother-in- law,
Mrs. Nora Daly, ‘said todav:

\
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“What could you do?

<here were so many chll-
dren in there.”

One of Ravmond S chlldren

John, 11, suffered a fracture |

of the h1p when he jumped
from a second-floor window
to the gravel below. Twenty-
SiXx of his classmates were
Killed, Mrs. Daly said:
Another son, Robert, 14,
was away from. his. 8th- grade
classroom. his grandmother
said, to help pack clothing for
4 charlty drive. Elghteen of

1S roommates d1ed
in
bl aze | the
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