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physical, part team effort-and part in-
dividual achievement, somewhere be-
. tween tearing down ahouse that’s aflame
and mniung a football game where you risk
dying if you're not careful and sometlmes
- even if you are. E
On Friday, we followed Engme 106 to a ﬁre

F ighting a fife is part mental and part - :

at 3037 W. Belmont and met a few of the fire-
fighters from Battalion 7:and if you missed it,. -
you might find today’s column more reward- "
ing if you read Friday’s first, perhaps through '

the miracle of Internet technology.
* As the column-ended; a resident who had
fled the building begged firefighter Rich Ir-.

win to “Save my baby!” If you expected Irwin =

to immediately bolt up the stairs and snatch
the tot, you've seen too many movies.

Remember, Irwin was on the street —
there were a dozen guys in the building al-
ready, working a hose up the stairs to the
burning third floor, cutting holes in the roof
and feeling around in the smoky second floor
with their hands. To be honest, news about
the baby caused “a surge in adrenaline” and’
not much else. “Either way, we're going.in; for
a primary search,” said Irwin. *

A reminder that, more than: eveu her01sm, :
'ﬁreﬁghtmg requires strategy. You might- have‘_

wondered, for instance; with flames-pouring
out of the back staircase, why didn’t the fire-:
fighters park themselve ;
and hurl water on the fir dlrectly from
thére? Why sneak- “up on it?, y :

“We alwdys come from the unburnt part to
the burning part, always,” said Lt. Frank Isa.-

Fires are not so much extmgulshed as they
are beaten back. Had Engine 106 come in
from the rear, they would have merely"

pushed the firé into the rest.of the structure .

and lost it.

“In Chicago; we do what called an ‘inte-
rior attack, ” said Isa. “We go.to the séat of
the fire. A lot of suburbs W111 h1t 1t from the
outside.”

That's a pomt of pride among Chlcago fire-
fighters. They donot stand around pouring
water on the roof of & building while it burns
to the ground. They grab their axes, strap on

" their masks, and g0 into: ﬁght a fire face-to-
face.

“It’s all about being aggresswe,” said Scott
Musil. “And pride. We're not in the suburbs.”

“[The suburbs] do an exterior attack,” said

-one firefighter: “That’s why they lose most of

their buildings. If we stood back and put wa-
ter on, we'd feel like we weren’t doing any-
thing”

“It’s the Chicago Way,” said. Larry Lang-
ford, the' Chxcago Fire Department
spokesman, and isn’t'it nice to see that “the
Chicago Way” doesn’t just refer to Rahm
Emanuel cussmg out clerks but also to the
more aggressive, perilous and eft'ectwe ap-
proach to fighting fires? = - - -

So where were we? Tino Durovic kicked in
the door on the third ﬂoor awave of heat and
steam hit him; burning hisface and ears,
even under his mask and: hogg He instine:

‘It got hot, dark and very intense’
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SEE THE FIRE -

Watch the v1deo from the scen""at
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ltxvely d1ved face first to the ﬂoor (General
Fire Tip: It's safer on; the: floor; many people 3

. who died in a fire: standmg up would have

lived crawling.).
The heat melted the reflectors. on
Durovic’s helmet == not: necessarily a| bad

-thing; a ﬁreﬁghter wants his gear sooty and
- scarred. Firefighters will sometimes takea ™ -
- ‘new-turnout coat into'the alley and drag it -

aroundabit, to give it character and avoid -
showing up ata ﬁre gleammg likea newborn
babe. - .

Durovic dldn’t stop advancmg when he got
burned, by the-way. Nor when his low-air -

- warning alarm went off. (Fxreﬁghters carrya

bottle containing 80:minutes of compressed
alr — regular old-air; don’t call it “oxygen,”
oxygen v would'béigrited: byasparkatafire

_andburn your face off. Butthat's 30 theoret1—
‘calminutes-of ; air; if yow’ re working hard,
: 'breathmg fast, with your adrenaline up be-

- cause you're trymg tos save a baby,you can.
ehindthe bu:ldmg i

sily:run out ind5);
“It-got hot; dark and very mtense but we

: had ‘to hold that, stairway,” said Isa..

" “There was no time to get out,” Durovic
said. “We’d lose the whole thing. I yelled to

- Frank, ‘Gimmne more line?’”. .

A brave thing for himto do?. '
“Anybody else would have done the same- -

~thing,” said Durovic, “Any other fireman”

Infact, others did, when they ﬂnally ‘
pushed the fire back, the nozzle spraying 250
gallonsa minute, Durov1c, his air gone,
handed the nozzle over to Eddie Lashley, who

“held untll his air went, then handed it to oth-

ers. Fighting a fire is far more complicated
and requires far more ﬁreﬁghters than I can
mention here. :

“We're in the third floor, thanks to every—

- body”. says Isa. “Once we made the third.
-floor, we beat it. It's simple as putting it out. -

Now we can attack it. We meet it face-to-face

..and say, ‘You're done; it’s over! We.callin

[and say] ‘Battalion 7 — the fire’s knocked.” ” »
‘There’s still work to do, and still danger —

' knockmg holes to drain hundreds of gallons

‘of water to'keep the floor from collapsmg un-
der you, for instance.

. Durovic, I'should mentlon, when he ﬁnally
Went down to get more bottled air, collared

‘the lady with the baby. Exactly where, he

asked had she left that baby?
- Oh, she sald her baby goesall over.

Ifyou feel tiecelved lmagme how the fire-
fighters felt. :
Actually, they took itin good humor All

. part of the job.: ,
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