Fire crews take work

home for Obama rall,
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Ef-duty Chicago firefight-
ers angl paramedics have

ih

eeer Trome with the to

The
Wednesday and continues un-
£l Now. - bwodays after the
election

Firefighters have been or-

ord@ r beging next

dered to take home geny that
inclades protective clothing
known as bunker gear, gloves,
face mask, helmet, boots and
bBreathing apparatus tank,

Firefighters waor S
on - and then have 48 hours
off. Paramedics work 24
hours on - with 72 howrs off.

Fire Brepartiment
spokesman Larry Langford
acknowledped the order was
prompted by the massive
Obana pally,

“This way, thelr pear would
be with them nstead of hav-
ing to go to the frehouse to
get thelr gear They coudd be
seri o any location with thelr
e already with  them,”
Lgnfr ford zaid.

“Iis & precautionary measg-

e

ure 50 they ean respond ¥

they have fo in the wnlikely
event they would be required
to report for duly” he said

The lagt fime firefiphters
were ordered fo toake thelr
gear bome was I August,
when a South Bide pumping
station was swamped, rais-
ing concerns aboul wide-
spread flooding.

been ordered to take all of

quipment ready

On election night, city firefighters “could be sent to any loca-
tion with their gear already with them.” | JOHN |, £IM-SUN-TIMES

Last week, Mayor Dialey
pat a $2 mifllon price tag on
the cost of clly services ted
fo the Obwma rally and said
the casl-flush Obama cam-
paign had agreed to cover
LY DETHIY

“We have a finsneiad erisis.

. The City of Chicago could
not afford $2 million on this
because we're golng o be
laving off people, culiing
back,” Daley gaid.

The muayor acknowledged
that the Grant Park rally
would create a  logistical
headache, forcing the ¢y o
close Grant Park up to eight
hours  In advance, block
shreets, secare the CTA and
“reailpn pas mains”

“When wou close down
Grant Park, you need pollee”
hie sald. “You need five. You
need sanifation. You have to
have extra police on the CTA
ol to and from downdown,
You need an  enormous
amoant el people there. Thats
qutite a bit of overtime”

The maver would have
preferred a  more “con-

rplled” environment like the
United Center or Soldier

Field. But, he sadd, “Could
you see me saying ‘0o’ to Sen-
ator Obama? Give me a
break, P'm not that dunib.”
Ciﬁﬁﬂg() Police are also
prepaying for the possibility of
¢ o contrel wnraly
croweds after the polls close
Nev. 4. Gang and & 1
teams were trained iIn erowd
control this spring and would
be ealled in to quell any prob-
lems, along with the Targeted
Besponse Unit and the newly
created Mobile Strike Foree.
With Obama  being  the
firet major party presidential
candidate from Chicago, #
reguired the department to
plan for the potential of cele-
bratory erowds i he wing or
roting ihe loges, police said.
The planning was similar
to whal was in place in ease
the Cubs or White Box gotto
the World Beriles and won.
Police spokeswoman
Monigue Bond sald there's
no need for officers to take
special gear home with them.
Specialived units carry such
sguipment in thelr cars, she
said.
Conment at sunthnes.com.,
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