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AN ENGINE from the DC-10 is one of

By Hugh Hough

The deadliest air crash in U.S. histery claimed at leas: 270 lives Friday

or the fringe of O'Hare Airport.

An American Alirlines jet—with 257 passengers and 13 crew members
atoward—plunged to the ground about half a mile northwest of O'Hare
Runway 14 Left, where an en_ine had fallen from the plane’s left wing

on takeo!f.

The airline said al! aboard were killed.
In addition, the vwner of a construction firm with a garage near the

croshosite said one of his truck drivers was
nu~ing and presurmed dead. That would
bring the toll to 271,

Oeopants of the DC-10, en route to Los
Arpilis en a noastop flight, never had a
¢hnee The big piane disinte 2ated on im
patan o Atessy ares near a tiadler court i
109 W, Touhy in Des Plalne:,

same witnesses said the plane exploded on
frepact and that o sheet of flarae from burn-
ing: jet fue! briefly hlazed over the torn be-
die.. and m tal

Atost of those on the ground i the vicniw
of the crash sile were more fortunate than
the airborne. Except for the truck driver
preeumed dead, there appearcd to be only
twe ground casualties serious enough for
hoeaitatizaton. Those victims were believed
to ! g bees in the same garage as the truck
dr er. The garage was demolshed.

Ameng thuse on the incomplete passenger
list releasec by the airline were author Ju-
dirh Wax, exceutives of Playhoy magazine
and the son of publisher Henry Fegnery—all
en route to a booksellers convention.

AT LEAST 42 VICTIMS weere from the
Clicago erco, ace’  ing to the list. And the
nuriber nio .o o ¢ all of the addresses of
the vittime © .ome wrown, Most were listed
as Calilorn residedcs, J ‘

Henigs afs ‘e wrioke Had cleared 'from
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the larger pieces of debris remaining after the crash near

A partial list of victims; Page 9.

the g wesume preholiday. veekend crash, the
key question remalned unnswered: Why did
Unght 191 go down?

Experts said the DC-10 has the copabiiity
of fiying on two engines :f one of the three
loses power. The General Electric engines
are so powerful, thev scuid, that the plane
could even take off with oniy two engines
operating.

fut the situation char jes dramatically if
one of the engines falls ff the plane, they
sa'd. The weight distribation, the acrodyv-
namics—in short, the "enire control'ability”
of the plane—changes, oae salety expert
said.

‘The National Transporiation Safety Board
sent a team of 15 experts to Chicago in an
effort to solve the mystery of the midafter-
noon crash that almost doubled J:e previous
worst tol! in US. aviation historv—the 144
prople killed Sept. 25 as = result of @ midair
collision over San Diego. Calif., between a
Pocific Southwest Airlin s Boeing 707 and
Cuessna 172,

AN INITIAL EXAMINATION of ¢ com-
munidatibas between, the jet’s pllot and the
LA O A B L

CAPT, WALTER LUX, pilot of the airliner
that croshed Friday near O'Hare Airport.

(Y'ifare cont=ol tower pinpointed nothing but
the sudden occurrence of a dire emergency
aboard the aircraft, sald Neal Callahan, re-
glonal directr of the Federal Aviation Ad-
minisiratioa.

~als the communications sounded **ab-
« autely permal” initially.

. it beczure of the clearness of the day,
the  antroller was able' to visually méditor
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a frailer court. (Sun-Times Photo by Jim

Frpst)

270 killed in 0'Hare jet crash

The Sun-Times’
coverage team

Coverage of th American Alrlines dlsa:
ter near O'Hare Alrport was reported an
written by the following Sun-Times sta
members:

Reporters Wililam Braden, Dennis Byrn
Jim Casey, Cynthia Dagnal, Harlan Draege
Larry Finley, Tom Fitzpatrick, Michael Fla
nery, Herb Gould, Laura Green, Hug
Hough, Gil Jimenez, Brian J. Kelly, Kare
Koshner, Marcia Kramer, Gene Mustal
Phillip J. O’Connor, Leon Pitt, Maurice Pos
ley, Claudia Ricci, David S. Robinson, To
Page Seibel, Terry Shaffer, Roger Simo
Jacqueline Thomas, James Warren, Pame
Warrlick and Michael Zlelenziger.

Photographers Included Jim Frost, Kevi
Horan, Chuck Kirman, Pob Langer, R.|
Leffingwell, Jack Lenahan, Carmen Report:
Perry C. Riddle, Frederic Stein and John |
White.

News editors were Charles Piper and Mz
Rose Goldberg. Copy editing was done t
Susan Axelrod, Russell Bath. Thomas Ca
keek, Pat Dugan, James Flewdng, Thom:
Gavagan, Mae Gentry, Dewey Helmick, Di
vid Johnson, Ralph Limanowski, Joh
McDonough and Harry Schaudt.

Picture editors were Maury Falsteln, Ale
Katz and Joseph Mann. Graphics were don
by John Downs, Ray Kopriva, Roger Kurt!
Mike Lancaster, Richard Neumaan and 2
Phillips. .

Additional coverage was provided by free
lancers Bob Blanchard, Tom Frisble, Dav
Gilbert, Richard Honack, Gary Klasen, Mar}
ann Lazarskl, Mary Lu Osterberg and Jir
"Wisurl \and: :phbtographers Phil '.Mmquz
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